CARIBOO FIRE CENTRE WEATHER FORECAST
ISSUED:  1030 am Wednesday, July 6, 2022
VALID:  Through Friday, July 15, 2022
SYNOPSIS:  An upper low SW of Vancouver Island will drift slowly northward today putting the fire centre under a light S to SW flow of patchy moist and unstable air. Daytime heating will act on this airmass to produce scattered afternoon showers or thundershowers. Winds will be SW to SE 10 to 20 G 30 km/h with higher gusts possible near thundershowers. Slightly warmer today with highs upper teens to low 20s. Minimum RHs 30-40% over the far south with values in the 40 to 60 % range elsewhere. A few showers and isolated thundershowers will continue this evening followed by partial clearing overnight, especially over the Chilcotin. Good RH recoveries with lows of 8 to 13 C. Winds tonight will be light SW to SE. Little change is expected on Thursday as the upper low drifts close to the central coast keeping an unstable southerly flow aloft over the fire centre. Expect scattered showers and thunderstorms with the Quesnel zone likely to take the brunt of the lightning. Winds will be light and gusty From the W to SW. Freezing levels will be near 3200m today lowering to near 3000m on Thursday.  
3 TO 5-DAY OUTLOOK…FRIDAY TO SUNDAY… The upper low moves into the BC Peace on Friday and northern Alberta by Saturday. This allows a drier W to SW upper flow to become established across the fire centre limiting any shower or thundershower activity to the far eastern upslope areas. Winds will be light and gusty west to southwest.  With the change to a southwest flow, expect a downward trend in RHs except over the eastern wet belt. By Sunday a strong upper ridge is expected to build northward across the fire centre bringing mainly sunny warm dry conditions.
CONFIDENCE: Good confidence in the unsettled showery pattern with below-average temperatures continuing through Thursday. Only fair confidence in trying to nail down rainfall amounts and distribution due to the convective airmass. However, with the low passing by to the NW of the fire centre Thursday night and Friday it appears no widespread rain is likely. Rainfall amounts will be limited to spotty convective thundershowers and will likely stay in the 5 to 15 mm range today and again on Thursday. 
WINDS ALOFT:  Puntzi Mountain
2000 m E 10. 3000m SE 20.
6 TO 10 DAY MONDAY TO FRIDAY of next week:  The latest long-range models hold Sundays ridge over eastern BC through Monday/Tuesday.  This puts the fire center under a southwest flow aloft with 500 mb heights in the 576 to 582 dam range. This should mean a dry and warm period with rising fire weather indices through mid-week. By Wednesday the ridge will likely have moved into the Prairies as a large upper trough approached the coast. The trend will be toward cooler unsettled weather by late in the week.
WEST OF FRASER
TODAY:  Sunny periods in the morning. Then mainly cloudy with scattered afternoon showers. Isolated thundershowers.  Winds S-SW 10-20 km/h gust 30-35. Stronger gusts near thundershowers.  MAX TEMP: 18-22. MIN RH 40 to 55 %
TONIGHT:  Isolated evening showers or thundershowers.  Clearing overnight. Winds light S-SW.  MIN TEMP: 8-11C. MAX RH: 75-100%.
THURSDAY:  Mainly cloudy with scattered afternoon showers and thundershowers most likely over northern sections.  Winds SW 10-20 G 35 km/h. Stronger gusts near thundershowers.  MAX TEMP: 17 to 22 C. MIN RH: 30-40%.
FORECAST  LIGHTNING/DRY LIGHTNING   
Today: Isolated/Nil
Tonight: Isolated/Nil
Tomorrow: Scattered/Nil
Venting: Good during the afternoon due to daytime heating and gusty winds. 
EAST OF FRASER
TODAY:  Sunny periods in the morning. Then mainly cloudy with scattered afternoon showers. Isolated thundershowers.  Winds S-SE 8-15 gust 30 km/h. Stronger gusts near thundershowers.  MAX TEMP: 18-23. MIN RH 40 to 55 %
TONIGHT:  Mainly cloudy. Isolated evening showers or thundershowers.  Winds light S-SE.  MIN TEMP: 9-13C. MAX RH: 80-100%.
THURSDAY:  Mainly cloudy with scattered afternoon showers and thundershowers most likely over northern sections.  Winds S-SW 10-20 G 35 km/h. Stronger gusts near thundershowers.  MAX TEMP: 18 to 23 C. MIN RH: 30-40%.
FORECAST  LIGHTNING/DRY LIGHTNING   
Today: Isolated/Nil
Tonight: Isolated/Nil
Tomorrow: Scattered/Nil
Venting:  Good during the afternoon due to daytime heating and gusty winds. 
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[image: Table

Description automatically generated]
image1.png
Description Spatial Coverage

Nil No lightning
Risk Less than 20%
Isolated 20-40%
Scattered 40-60%
Widespread Greater than 60%





